(1} Anibal Acevedo Vil4, 48, of San Juan, Puerto Rico, is charged with conspiracy, false
staternents, wire fraud, federal program frand, and tax crimes. Defendant Acevedo Vila was
Puerto Rico’s Resident Comntissioner in the U.S. House of Representatives from 2001 through
2005, and has been the Govemnor of Puerto Rico since 2005;

(2) Candido Negrén Mella, 41, of Glenn Mills, Penn., is charged with conspiracy and
false staternents. Negron Mella is a Philadelphia businessman and was designated by defendant
Acevedo Vild as his U.S. deputy campaign finance chairman (Resident Commissioner campaign)
n 2002;

{3) Salvatore Avanzato, 69, of Boothwyn, Penn., is charged with conspiracy. Avanzato is
a Philadelphiz-area businessman,

(4) Jorge Velasco Mella, 38, of San Juan, Puerto Rico, is charged with conspiracy and
false statements. Velasco Mella, a consin of Negrén Mella, received a job in defendant Acevedo
Vila’s San Juan Resident Commissioner office and assisted in the handling of campaign
contributions; | . -, e -

(5) Robert M. Feldman, 60, of Gladwyne, Penn., is charged with conspiracy. Feldman is
a Philadelphia-area political and business consultant and was designated by defendant Acevedo
Vila as his U.S. campaign finance chairman {Resident Commissioner campaign) in 2002;

{€) Marvin L. Block, 74, of Philadelphia is charged with conspiracy. Block is a
Philadelphia-area businessman and lawyer;

(7) Ramén Velasco Escardille, 49, of San Juan, Puerto Rico, is charged with conspiracy,
false statements and wire fraud. Velasco Escardille was defendant Acevedo Vila’s Resident
Commissioner campaign treasurer;

(8) Edwin Colén Rodriguez, 35, of Arecibo, Puerto Rico, is charged with conspiracy and
false statements. He is also charged with embezzlement in a separate indictment unsealed today.
Colén Rodriguez was defendant Acevedo Vila's.Resident Commissioner campaign assistant
treasurer, :

(9) Eneidy Coreano Salgado, 40, of Rockville, Md., is charged with conspiracy. . Corcano
Salgado was defendant Acevedo Vila’s administrative director in his Washington, D.C. Resident
Commissioner office;

(10 Tuisa Inclan Bird, 47, of Guaynabo, Puerte Rico, 1s charged with conspiracy, wire
fraud and federal program fraud. Inclin Bird was a legal advisor for defendant Acevedo Vila's
San luean office and valunteered in his 2004 yrubernatonal campaign's finance department,
(urrently, she is a senior advisor for Governor Accvedo Vil

{11) Miguel Nazario Franco, 60, of San Juan, Puerto Rico, 15 charged with wire fraud and
federal program fraud. Nazario Franco volunteered in defendant Acevede Vild's 2004
gubernatorial campaign finance department, and is currently a businessman in Puerto Rico.




{12) Ricardo Coldn Padilla, 39, of Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico, is charged with wire fraud,
federal program fraud and false statements. Colon Padilla was the finance director for defendant
Acevedo Vild’s political party dunng his 2004 gubematonal campaign.

(13) José Gonzalez Freyre, 56, of Guaynabo, Puerto Rico, is charged with wire raud and
false statements. Gonzalez Freyre is the owner of Pan American Grain, a Puerto Rico
agriculiural company, which contributed at least $50,000 to defendant Acevedo Vild’s 2004
gubematorial campagn.

Each count carries the following maximwm prison terms and fines, along with terms of
supervised release:

» Count one {conspiracy): five years in prison and a $250,000 fine;

« Counts two through nine (false statements to the FEC and federal agents). five yearsin
prison and a $250,000 fine;

-« Couunts 10 through 21{wire fraud): 20 years in prison and a $250,000 fine;

« Count 22 (program fraud — obtaining money by fraud}: 10 years in prison and a $250,000
fine:

s Counts 23 and 24 {false statements to the FBI1 and IRS: five years m pnson and a
5250,000 fine;

s {ount 25 {(conspiracy to defrand the IRS): five years in prison and a $250,000 fine;

= Counts 26 and 27 (filing false tax relumn): three years in prisen and a $100,000 fing;

This case is being prosecuted by First Assistant [LS, Attorney Maria A, Dominguez of
the District of Puerto Rico and Trial Attormey Daniel A. Schwager of the Criminal Division's
Public Integrity Section. The Public Integrity Section is headed by Chief Williarm M. Welch, I1.
The case is being investigaled by the FBI and IRS, with assistance and cooperation from the
Office of the Comptroller of Puerio Rico.

The investigation into related corruption and other crimes is engoing in the District of
Pucrie Rico. An indictment is a formal accusation of criminal conduct, not evidence. A .

defendant is presumed innocent unless and witll convicied through due process of law.
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